history have I read of men of sense being so easily led astray, as in our times, by confounding fortuitous e1 nts with consequences resulting from preconcerted plans ind well-organized designs.
Only rogues can disseminate and fools believe that  the disgrace   of Moreau,  and the  execution of the  Duk    of Enghien, of Pichegru, and Georges, were necessary as    >ot-steps to Bonaparte's imperial throne;   and that without the treachery of Meh^e de la Touche, and the conspiracy he   're-tended to have discovered France would still have been r led by a First Consul.   It is indeed true that this plot is tc   be counted (as the imbecility of Melas, which lost the battl   of Marengo) among those accidents presenting themselves apr< >os to serve the favourite of fortune in his ambitious views;   >ut without it, he would equally have been hailed an Emperc   of the French in May, 1804.   When he came from the cc  st, in the preceding winter, and was convinced of the impt  si-bility of making any impression on the British Islands i   th his flotilla, he convoked his confidential senators, who tl  n, with   Talleyrand,   settled   the   Senatus   Consultum   wt  :h
